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THEYO 
BE TOUGHER TO TRAIL 
“THAN THIS. 


IN THE PAST nl THEYRE 
COUPLE OF WEEKS, NOT BEING CAREFUL 
THEY'VE BEEN /MPOSS/ELE —, ANYMORE, SOMETHING 

FOLLOW... MUSTVE CHANGED, 
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NATURE OF HIS STAGE 

RATIONS FOR ONE. 
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YOu AREN'T A 

BEING OF Magic, 
Been A gene 

OF SUPERNATURAL 
ENERSY, YOUR POWER 

16 ALMGST ELEMENTAL. 
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WE HAVE OTHER 
PROPERTIES IN SALEM, 
INZA'S OFF TAKING 
ang He in, AS You 
Saving ne 
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PROPERTY 1S ONE 
OF THE ADVANTAGES 
OF NOT AGING. 
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THEY PRACTICE 

ARCANE RITHAL , 

FROM THE BARK 
PAST. 


THEY'VE A/RED HIM 
pe er 
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YOUR POWERS. 


ALREAOY THEYVE HIRED 
ONE VERSED IN MAGIC.A 
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Z RASS MERRY HE, 

WHILE YOu GET ingioe, 

GAST YOUR INGANT 

AND BRING THE WHOLE 
HOUSE OF CARDS 
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JIM HIGCINS—writer CHRISTIAN ALAMY anti 
WILLIE SCHUBERT—Letter, © STU CHAIFET2—colorint 
PETER TOMAS|—cdton 


THE DEMON CREATED BY JACK KIRBY 
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NEVER OVERPOWER ME, 
NEVER GECT NE, BELALOE SM THE 
BETTER ONE! Ii THE SMARTER 
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Alll right. It was overwhelming. We here at 


Case Studies had no idea how many fans worth of 


Garth...er....Aqualad...1 mean Tempest has 
Without a doubt, th: 

popular and eagerly-awalted story of the 
Issue was “Chorted Courses,” finally letting 
readers know what happened to Garth. 
Well, there’s a lot more. This is just the tip 
of the iceberg. More on this later. Let's get 
to the mail! 


Dear Jason, 

Anew year, a new SHOWCASE edition, 
‘and a bunch of new and entertaining new 
features. If SHOWCASE '96 #1 is any 
indication of what's in store for the rest of 
the new year, I'd say this year’s edition could 
just as well stand a chance when it comes 
to topping last year’s incredible set of 
fascinating short stories presented in these 


“Friends, Foes, and the Other Guys,” 
Was an interesting story to kick off the new 
yeor. Not only was it a sight for sore eyes to 
see the always awe-inspiring artwork from 
‘the capable hands of Sergio Cariello again, it 
also felt good to get another taste of Beau 
Smith's writing style. Somehow, during the 
past months, most of the stories he’s written 
have been able to tickle my fancy in quite a 
number of ways, and this story was a good 
Way to see him flex some muscle again. As 
for the choice of characters, I'm rather happy 
with Steel and rather unhappy with Guy 
Gardner. The love for the former almost 
equals the feeling of dismay’conceming the 
latter. Somehow, Guy has never been able to 
convince me that his character is more than 
just a one-dimensional fighting machine. 
Still, the team-up with Steel might open me 
up a bit for Guy, so you never know. For 
now—benefit of the doubt. 

“Charted Courses,” was the story | 
waited many months to see. Ever since the 
mystery surrounding Aqualad started in the 
pages of AQUAMAN, | have been on the 
edge of my seat. Not knowing what 
happened to him was slowly driving me nuts, 
until, of course, Phil Jimenez and Scott 
Kolins teamed up to bring the readers this 

in Itself a great and entertaining 

story, but the ramifications for the main 

Aquaman continuity are more important, | 

feel. Therefore, I’m glad Garth has been 

reestablished as an active character in the 

DC Universe. Let's see more of him in these 
1e5 t09, if you will. 

Finally, “All the Old Familiar Places” 
tumed out to be a nice short story about Dan, 
Turpin. Not only was it good to see the old 
man in action again, the tale also served as 
‘an intelligent way to bring Nora and Dan 
somewhat closer together, While I've never 
heard of the creative team of Ciencin and 
Robinson before, their work is quite good, 


making for a good way to end the first issue's 
new and exciting feaures. 

Next up is Circe? Exactly what | wonted! 
Geez! What are you guys—mind readers? 

Olay Beemer 

Brugakker 3606 

3704 LP Zeist 

The Netherlands 


multifaceted, multitalented Phil Jimenez... 
Well, you're lucky, ‘cos this fall it'll be on 
the shelves of a retailer near you! (Told you 
{could read your mind!) 


ek 


Dear Jason, 
Re: SHOWCASE ‘96 #1 

Collecting only the Superman line, I’m 
happy to see his supporting cast featured here 
‘again this year, On the other hand, I'm also 
glad to see them in team-ups this time 
around, since several of the previous 
installments fell a little flat, If nothing else, the 
palrings will give this book a separate identity 
from '95‘s. | was going to suggest cutting the 
book down to two features by expanding the 
lead (two heroes and all), but then | thought 
about variety being the spice of life, and... 
without further delay, my review (best to least 
best) of a slightly above average issue. 

“Charted Courses.” The fact that | do 
not follow AQUAMAN on a regular basis 
completely failed to spoil my enjoyment of 
this wonderfully basic Phil Jimenez script. 
The art by Scott Kolins was similarly simple, 
translating into clear and concise visuals. 
Cong) ions to Scott on his rendering of 
Garth's black outfit. Not an easy task. 

"Friends, Foes, and the Other Guys.” 
While more of a Warrior story than Steel's, | 
still enjoyed it, even though (once again) | do 
not read Guy's book. The story, art, and 
villains strongly reminded me of a late 
’70s/early ‘80s Marvel book...er, let me 
rephrase that: a good ‘70s/'8Os Marvel book. 
Nothing wrong with that. 

“All the Old Familiar Places.” Much 
better than I anticipated, people. It’s always 
‘a treat to see Terrible Turpin solo, but it 
looks like he won't be that way much longer. 
About time. Scot Ciencin introduced a rather 
contrived-looking villainess with Tengu, but 
sidestepped (for the most part) that short- 
story trap by not allowing Overlord’s sword to 
stop her. The Robinson/Nyberg art added a 
litle polish to an otherwise boring setting. 
‘And by the way, Legion Run? 

The cover: Excellent in-your-face 
design, but I’ve seen better execution in my 
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Cover by Lee Weeks, colored by Gloria Vasque: with separ 









day. Thank you for removing the lead 

feature’s logo though. It isn’t really 

needed, and with a team-up every 
issue, it could get a little busy. 

Chris Hines 

798 Centennial Dr. 

Truro, NS. B2N 5/8 


Glad you like where we're going so 
for, Chris. Hang on—it's just going 
10 get wetter and wilder as the year 
goes on! 





Jason— 

First off—Sergio Cariello’s 
pencils were not up to his usual 
standards. Was it the inking? Did he 
only provide layouts? 

Now let’s move on to one of my 
favorite DC characters—Aqualad. 
What is he called? Garth? Tempest? 
He needs a new name. Tempest (if 
this is his new name) just doesn’t do 
it for me. He also needs a new 
costume. 

Let’s see more of Garth here. 
We need to learn about his new 
powers and his new role in the DCU. 
V’d love to see the Sharkgirl in his 





adventures. Let's. have more 
adventures of Garth in SHOWCASE! 

Ed Homa, Jr. 

9N. Avon Dr. 


Claymont, DE 19703 


All your wishes will come true this 
fall, Ed (trust me, I’m ao mind 
reader); however, since we know a 
lot of you guys will keel over with 
anticipation before the miniseries 
‘even comes out, you can check out 
current and upcoming issues of 
AQUAMAN for more on Garth...a 
lot more on Garth, 
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Dear Metropolis C.S.U. (Case Studies 
Unit), 

I’ve been looking forward to 
finding out the final fate of Aqualad 
for quite some time now. After his 
horrifying, mutilated exit from 
AQUAMAN #9, | was surprised to 
see that In “Charted Courses” he’d 
undergone a change for the better! In 
fact, Garth may need a code name 
now that this rite of passage has 
changed him from a boy to a man. | 
definitely like his new powers and 
mission, and | think | can get used to 
his new look (although the scars and 
short hair do remind me a bit of 


Chakotay from TV's Star Trek: 
Voyager). | had no idea that 
Phil Jimenez is a skilled writer 
as wellas an artist. He did a 
fantastic job with the script, 
and Scot Kolins did an 
equally fantastic job with the 
art, making this my favorite 
story in this issue. For only ten 
pages, it had a lot of impact! 
| can’t wait to see the new 
Garth confront Aquaman in: 
his own title. 

Likewise, “Terrible” Dan 
Turpin has been Maggie 
Sawyers right-hand man in 
the 5.C.U, for so long now, 
that it’s time he got his share 
of the spotlight. “All the Old 
Familiar Places” was delightful 
because it showed Dan's 
tough exterior in fighting the 
lady demon Tengu while 
showing his sensitive interior 
as he dealt with his inner demons and 
his next door neighbor, Nora, The art 
by Roger Robinson and John Nyberg, 
enhanced by colorist Roberta Tewes, 
was exceptionally good. It reminded 
me a lot of Rick Burchett's animated 
style in the BLACKHAWK series of 
some years back. 

You can’t have super-hero 
comics without slugfests and bar- 
room brawls, hence this issue's lead 
battle. I’ve always liked STEEL ever 
since his first appearance, and the 
conflict with the two guy Gardners 
has me interested, Throw in the 
steroid-overdosed Sledge along with 
Sergio Cariello and Rob Leigh's 
artwork, and you've got me looking 
forward to Part Two, 

Since SHOWCASE ‘96 will 
concentrate on teaming Superman‘s 
supporting cast with other DC 
characters, | have only one request: 
Let’s see The Thorn team up with 
The Batman! What do you think? 

Till next issue, 
Neil Ahiquist 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


What do | think? | think it sounds 
cool, although not as cool as a 
Thorn/Poison Ivy team-up...or a 
Green Arrow team-up (which 
is what you're gonna get in two 
months as the lead feature in 
SHOWCASE '96!) All right, kiddies, 
that’s it for this month. See you 
next time... 
Jason Hernandez-Rosenblatt 
—Wishing the Sharkgirl were my 
Valentine... 


NEXT ISSUE 





























Green Arrow and Thorn cross 
paths, and a child's life hangs in 
the balance, when a sniper takes 
aim at an airport in a story by 
Darren Vincenzo, Steve Erwin, 
and Gerry Fernandez. Plus, 

The Shade and the original 
Dr. Fate...in a story by James 
Robinson and Matt Smith, and 
in an untold tale of the New 
Gods, the dark secret behind the 
creation of the celestial city is 
revealed in a tale by Rachel 
Pollack, Jason Armstrong and 
Brian Garvey. All that and a 
cover by Mike Zeck! 


















































WAY COMPETE? 
Or A MODEM? 
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